Heather has a message

about a lesbian couple having a child through

artificial insemination. It is one of many books
listed in the first-grade teachers’ guide for New York City
public schools. So is “Daddy’s Roommate,” which features
a happy youngster with two male parents who concludes
that “being gay is just one more kind of love.” ‘

New York Newsday had some sensible things to say
about “Heather™: Tt is “almost a parody of political cor-
rectness,” but it shouldn’t be used to discredit the city’s
entire multicultural curriculum, and no children should
be made to feel ashamed because they come from non-
traditional families. All true. So is the argument that
gay-bashing is a serious problem in the schools. Surely
the schools must do something about that situation.
still, this does not explain why the curriculum is

pushing stories like “Heather Has
Two Mommies” and “Daddy’s =
Roommate.” These are not books LN
about . tolerance —letting WND)
people alone and not v ' Z

~
h

‘pitking on others be-
-cause of sexual orien-
. tation or family struc-
. ture."They are books
~that: celebrate the.
-.wonders-of double-
mommy and double- ~¥REEE
" daddy - -households. =
‘But surely schools can e
generate- Tespect for
Catholic children, let’s say, without
putting “Heather Finds Peace as a Nun” on

Y/ | H eather Has Two Mommies” is a children’s book

"* the readingiist. Schools can promote respect for all chil-

.dren without endorsing all the different beliefsylifestyles
or orientations found in their homes.
So how did these books make it onto the rcading list?
The answer is tucked away on Page 145 of the city’s
#Children of :the Rainbow*-first-grade -curriculum:

Teachers must “be aware of varied family structures, in-"

cluding . .. gay or lesbian parents,” and “Children must

‘be taught to acknowledge the positive aspects of each -

type of household.” A line is being crossed here; in fact, a

brand new ethic is descending upon the -city’s: public

- school system. The traditional civic virtue of toicrance (if

gays want to live together, it's their own business) has

been replaced with a new ethic requiring approval and

endorsement (if gays want to live together, we must “ac-
knowledge the positive aspects” of their way of life).

- Emotiona!l tide. Four of the city’s 32 school districts

. emgted over the issue and rejected the offending passage

on Page 145. With emotions running high, many people

on both sides pumped out dubious arguments. The New

York Civil Liberties Union, always the most eccentric of

the ACLU chapters, professed to see censorship in the

_ rejection of Heather’s two-mommy book. Some protest-

- ers hid behind age-appropriateness, arguing that 5- and 6-

year-olds are too young to learn about lesbian arti-

. reject, questions like this do not come up. The system has

ficial insemination (which is surely true, but a side issue).”’
The key question goes something like this: Schools s
have a duty to promote decent behavior toward gays, but-
.on what basis can a public school system insist that homo-=- -
. sexuality must be approved? Under the traditional plural-
ism that New York City schools have now decided to

always been agnostic, asking diverse groups to park their
conflicting value systems at the door so education can ..
proceed with some degree of peace. AR
A letter writer to Newsday said: “If my wife and 1 choose
to believe in what the Holy Scriptures say about homosex-
uality, it is not up to teachers, or any municipal or political
group, public or private to refute these teachings.” His
TJetter amounts to a case for traditional pluralism. He ap- -
proves of banning religion from the schools; that is, -~
he is willing to park his values at the -schoolhouse
door, but he wants the gays to park theirs outside -
t00. However, under the new city school curriculum,

. this sort of tolerance is .
gone. The letter writer’s
beliefs are not just ig- .
nored by a value-neutral -

curriculum. They are
overridden by newly
- imposed values.
- This touches off a
destructive battle :.1
o 4. over public norms .-}
P e T, at a time when the .
7 T.mmeas  schools desperately .. .
S need to focus on aca- " |
: demics, not intergroup warfare. - .- ;] ¥
Journalist Richard Vigilante, writing in The City Jour- .5
nal, a conservative New York quarterly, says that “to ask
people to accept in their own children’s schools a curricu- .
lum that undermines or contradicts their own deeply held ™3
moral beli¢fs is to ask of them an enormous sacrifice. If -
Americans do not have the right to maintain, for them-
selves and their families, moral beliefs taught-for millen- '-ff-'{
nia by the religions to which between 70 and 90 percent B
of the population subscribe, then a lot of us are living in_ j
the wrong country.” To slough off the distress of parents
who learn that their 6-year-olds “are to be taught the
positive side of homosexuality,” he says, “is not tolerance °
but moral and intellectual imperialism.” C
This is only one skirmish in the cultural war. The new
multicultural ethic, shown clearly in doctrinal writings
both inside and outside the school systems, is contemptu- |
ous of tolerance and “information dominant” (i.e. neu- {
tral) teaching. The key words, “positive teaching” and
“appreciating diversity,” mean that certain sets of ideas -
are about to be “infused” as valuable, whether parents
think so or not. If that happens, home schooling and the.
school-choice movement will empty out many schools. :
Mary Cummins, president of a Queens school district that
strongly resisted Page 145, said, “If they try to impose it'!
on us, they won’t have any kids in the public schools.” W
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Gay agency prob-Ed forc

California caregive

By K.\, Hillin stc¥
APy TR [HE M O TIES

LS ANGELYYS - The Califor-
nia Depariiment of 8ncial Servicer
hrs charged staflsrz and wolun-
tewars it & private agency for homo-
keXual tednaipers with engaging
It fnappropHate wesxusl conduct
with chlldren

Two of the children testified
hers Thuradey befoye admindsira-
tive law Judge Samuel DL Reyes (n
# case Involving Gordon Murray
Nagen, a former staffer with Cay
ond lasblan Adolescent Svciul
Services (CLASS).

Children accuaed Mr. Hagon of
fondling tham and asking thon w
perform rexual agts, GLASS ix
currently on probation as 3 result
of kexur] miseanduct sccusatlons
against other staffors nnd menag-
ers.

“We deny all allegations,” waid
Toress Dellrsscenzn, fmmder of
GLASS, whoae suppurtsrs have -
cuged the Department of Sociad
Bervices (1385) of u "witch hunt”
wntivated by bomophaoble, State
uffigial s deny the sccusation,

“If dogat’t matler if they are ho.
mosexiwl or haterosexunl,” =ald
D88 attotney Juy Dayvault. "We
bave one slandayd. Thix is & aimple
cast of o sudT person In v facility
o Brovide eare and supervision to
4 neady and vulnershle pop-
ulation, and be ook advantuge of
the ghildren”

The West liollywood -based

T i A AT

The groupk license
was put on probation
Jor five years.

GLASS, founded in 1984, de-
Boribes itself a3 & “nondlscrim-
jnutory non-fudgmuntal state-
Jivensed agency gervipg “self-
identified gay, lesbinn and blges-
ual youlh, but ulsa youth at riak for
abuse and exploftetion, 1hase con-
Furedl about their psychosexual
orientatlon, and those wha are at
visk for B1V infection”

Miss DeCrescenzs (s s lexblun
BaCial worker who worked Lt juye
nile placetent with Log Angelen
County. She perecived homua
rexuls 43 Loing underserved and
Beclded to open a group home in
1984, “IC ju the only one in the
cauniry” fhe told The Washington
Times, “We gave them & aense of
pride

GLASS operater five group
homes thot currently house 30
children as ol as 17. The urgani-
zntion Includes the [ride Foster
Family Agency, operating three
of¥ices serving mmore than 70 fum
{hes. Fogrer paretts include hotmo-
sexual couploes and sitgle men and
wotlen, The idea Inftiatly drew re-
giatance from county officialx,

“It wak une thiug tu have queer
kids and gueet staff, byt another
te have pueer foster parents,” Miss

DeCrercenzo gaid,

In March, affer 5 lengthy Inves-
tigation, the 1285 moved to reyoke
GLARS' licanas. The orlging) com-
plaint charged that “on numermy
oecagions," &lall members, metu-
bers of the GLASE board of djrec-
lore, and volunteers sexually
sbuyed or molested children.

A plghi suporviane wak aceysed
of sodomy and threalening chil-
dren, while 8 voluntesr gave chil-
dren dildos and male porno
praphic magazings, The DSS
complaint also accussd ILAAS
President Slan Ziegler of ramuy-
ing children from the group
homes and taking thom (o his
mauntain eabin for e weekend.
GLASS managemant failed W re-
port the mizcanduel, the 8%
chavped. ‘

When the cotnplaint was filad,
Tog Angeles Countly reémoved 17
chlldren it hud placed with GLASS
and sent thes to pther homes,

Tn lute June, GLASS slyned a
walver with the [)55 agresing thal
ita wialY and volunteers had g
gaged in lnappropriale sexunl con
dugl and falled Lo take setlion to
profect the ehildren. I'he group'y
license was put on prrobation far
Tlve years, and stalffeve poeuied in
the original complaint have beeo
harred from working for any state-
livensed child care facility,

Nu erininal charges have busn
filed in the cuse, which has nut yet
comice 1o the attention of the state
Allorney {ienerals Office,

" THE ADVOCATE

long advertised for GLASS (Gay and Lesblan Adolescant Soclal Servicss).

Halse 23
hild abuse

rs said to molest homosexual teens

Ads showing pratty young girls and handsome young boys have been a staple In THE ADVOCATE,
offering allegedly safs harbars for youngsters who thought they might be homosexual or blsaxual, etc,
Yei, the soxual abuse of these children whe sought safety instead were further “emancipated” from thelr
parents and "on numerous octaslons” were abused by raprasentatives at all lavsls of this agency.
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